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Volvo penta prop

As you can appreciate, one’s
choice of propeller is crucial and
depending what is opted for, this
vital component will have a large
bearing on performance - not only
as regards top speed, but also on
acceleration as well. It was decided
unanimously that the props chosen
for each pc plant should be
the best suited "all round’ prop
for each particular engine, The
test began therefore using only
‘standard’ propellers such as those
that are issued with an engine
at the point of purchase. Hence,
the Mercruiser spun a stock three
bladed 23 inch pitch and the Volvo
a 19 inch three blader

It was clear that the Mercruiser
took longer to "wind up’ or get
going initially. Nevertheless, when
it did kick in, it did 50 very quickly
- beating the Volvo on the timed
run. This was a surprise to some
for the Volvo is a
engine.

The Volvo features an
electronic management system

lightly heavier

that includes an electronic throttle

Mercruiser D1.7L DTI Inboard

Volvo Penta - D3-130 Inboard

system coupled to a mechanical
throttle shift or console. This
arrangement allc traditional
gear selection and throttle advance
with the flexibility of remote
mounting. All such technology,
| was assured by Tony Ward of
Volvo, is waterproof - an important
factor on an open powerboat such
as a RIB

Thanks to the electronic shift/
throttle and its extra cylinder, the
Volvo is a very smooth operator
The engine really does purr whilst
the transmission remains s
and the initial response from zero
to full power is great. Although
the Mercruiser is a superb unit,
| have to say, next to the Volvo,
it did sound rather “agricultural’
and certainly not as smooth in
COmMparnson

The next sets of trials were
designed to simulate the boat
being loaded wath eight fully
kitted divers. A total 790 kg w
therefore duly loaded into the
RIBs, which when added to the
two test crew, reflected pretty
well a typical diver’s load. | think
we all thought that the next set
of figures would confirm what
most suspecting - that an
extra cylinder and another seven
hundred cc would start pushing
the Volvo ahead - and as you'll
see, our predictions proved correct
(box below)
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The naught to thirty trials proved to
take too long into the strengthening
tide, so figures to thirty knots were
recorded with the tide and a time
trial to twenty five knots into the
tide was taken instead.

Once all the times had been
taken, each craft was taken on
a prolonged run both with and
against the tide to find her top
speeds. Here we saw the Volvo
doing well again - pulling o
the lead. (see box over page)




